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IN RE: PETITION FOR VARIANCE * BEFORE THE
E/3 Chestnut Oak Road, 30' N of
the ¢/1 of Amuskal Road ¥  DEPUTY ZONING COMMISSIONER
{8501 Chesknut Oak Road)
9th Flection District *  OF BALTIMORE COUNTY

4th Councilmanic District

¥ (Case No. 95-149-A
Robert L. Osborne, et ux
Petitioners *

FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

This matter comes before the Deputy Zoning Commissioner as a
Petition ﬁgr Variance for that property known as B501 Chestnut Oak Road,
located in the Ridgeleigh area of northeastern Baltimore County. The
Petition was filed by the owners of the property, Robert 1. and Sharon L.
;/Osborne. The Petitioners seek rellief from Section 102.5 of the Baltimore
County Zoning Requlations (B.C.Z.R.) to permit a fence 6 feet in height at
the intersection of a street and an alley in lieu of the maximum permitted
3-foot height. The subject property and relief sought are more particular-
ly described on the site plan submitted and marked into evidence as Peti-
tioner's Exhibit 1.
Appearing at the hearing on behalf of the Petition were Robert
and Sharon|Osborne, property owners. There wera no Protestants present.
Testimony and evidence offered revealed that the subject property
consists of 3,496 sq.ft., 2oned D.R. 5.5, and is improved with a single
family, dbplex dwelling, located on the corner of Chestnut Oak and Amuskal
Roads. The Petitioners have resided on the property for the past 30 yvears.
Approximately 17 years age, the Petitioners erected a 6-foot high fence
across the rear vard and half way up the side vyard to provide privacy for
their swimFing pocl. The Petitioners were recently cited with a =zoning

violation for the subject fence because their property is a corner lot.

MICROF!LMHQ




al

Mrs. Oshorne testified that the Zoning Administration and Develop-
ment Management (ZADM) office was asked by one of her neighbors to do an
inspection of their community to clean up a variety of =zoning violations,
including Jjunked or unlicensed vehicles. As a result of ZADM's investiga-
tion, the Petitioners received a citation For the fence and were advised
to Ffile the instant Petition to legitimize same. Mr. Osborne testified
that over the 17 years that the fence has existed on their property, there
have never been any accidents or traffic problems. He testified that
there is ample room from the alley behind his property to access Amuskai
Road and that sight distance is not affected by the fence. Photographs
submitted into evidence as Petitioner's Exhibit 2 support the Petitioners'
contention that there is ample room for a motorist to see any oncoming
traffic on Amuskai Road when exiting the alley adjacent to this fence.

An area variance may be granted where strict application of the
zoning regulations would cause practical difficulty to the Petitioner and

his property. Mclean v. Seley, 270 Md. 208 (1973). To preve practical

difficulty for an area variance, the Petitioner must meet the following:

1) whether strict complliance with requirement would
unreascnably prevent the use of the property for a
permitted purpose or render conformance unnecessarily
hurdensome;

2) whether the grant would do substantial injustice
to applicant as well as other property owners in the
digtrict or whether a lesser relaxation than that
applied for would give substantial relief; and

3) whether relief can be granted in such fashion
that the spirit of the ordinance will be observed ahd
public safety and welfare secured.

> Bnderson v. Bd. of Appeals, Town of Chesapeake Beach, 22' Md. App. 28

(1974).
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After due consideration of the testimony and evidence presented,
it 18 clear that practical difficulty or unreasonable hardship will result
if the wvariance is not granted. It has been established that special
circumstances or conditions exist that are peculiar to the land or struc-
ture which is the subject of this variance request and that the require~
ments from which the Petitioner seeks relief will unduly restriet the use
of the land due to the special conditions unique to this particular parcel.
In addition, the variance requested will not cause any injury to the pub-
lic health, safety or general welfare and is in strict harmony with the
spirit and intent of the B.C.Z.R.

Pursuant to the advertisement, posting of the property, and
public hearing on this Petition held, and for the reasons given above, the
variance requested should be granted.

THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED by the Deputy Zoning Commissioner for
Baltimore County this 4@2;_ day of December, 1994 that the Petition for
Variance seeking relief from Section 102.5 of the Baltimore County Zoning
Regulations (B.C.Z.R.) to permit a fence 6 feet in height at the intersec-
tion of a street and an alley in lieu of the maximum permitted 3-foot
height, in accordance with Petitioner's Exhibit 1, be and is hereby GRANT-
£}, subject to the following restriction:

1) The Petitioners are hereby made aware that a

30-day appeal period runs from the date of this Or-

der. If an appeal is filed and the decision rendered
in this Order 1is reversed, the relief granted herein

shall be rescinded.
L,ZM% Sty oo

TIMOTHY M. KOTROCO
Deputy Zoning Commissioner

q
™ TMK:bijs for Baltimore County



Baltimore County Government
Zoning Commissioner
Office of Planning and Zoning

zuite 112h Courthouse .
00 Washington Avenue
Towson, MD 21204 ' (410) 887-4386

December 12, 1994

Mr. & Mrs. Robert 1I.. Osborne
8501 Chestnut Oak Road
Baltimore, Maryland 21234

RE: PETITION FOR VARIANCE .
E/S Chestnut Oak Road, 30' N of the c/l1 of Amuskai Road
(8501 Chestnut Oak Road)
9th Election District - 4th Councilmanic District
Robert L. Osborne, et ux - Petitioners
Case No., 95-149-A

Dear Mr. & Mrs. Osborne: .

, Enclosed please find a copy of the decision rendered in the
above-captioned matter. The Petition for Variance has been granted in
accordance with the attached Order.

" In the event any party finds the decision rendered is unfavor-
able, any party may file an appeal to the County Board of Appeals within
thirty (30) days of the date of this Order. For further information on
filing an appeal, please contact the Zoning Administration and Development
Management office at 887-3391.

Very truly yours,

Ml Voo

TIMOTHY M. XKOTROCO
. Deputy Zoning Commissicner
TMK:bis for Baltimore County
cec: People's Counsel

le
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Petition for Variance
to the Zoning Commissioner of Baltimare Zﬁnty
for the property located st 50| (hestnut Ok B4

which is presently zonod DB 5.5

Thls Petitlon shall be filed with the Oftice of Zoning Administration & Development Management.
The undersigned, legal ownar{s) of the property situate in Baltimore County and which is described in the description end plat attached

hereto and made & pan herecf, hereby petition for a Varlance from Section(s) 102, 5 (BCZR

To permit a 6-foot high fence at the intersection of a street and an alley
4in lieu of the maximum required 3 feet, ,

of the Zoning Regulations of Baltimore County, to the Zoning Law of Baltimore County; for the foliowing reasons: (indicate hardship or . |,
practical dlfﬁculty)MQ’ /704{6. o pw/ in Uy /S efr /l/gz/' u//{ G 03 ey)/ﬁ e 5,/§Lo( /9 (1)
e midde portton oY ous pears yerd- Aye Vo FA e Ly 7‘7j/.¢af obr Jard
Saces THe Ve é?p o SNpping Eeover, we neeAd e %éﬁ)ce_‘%ﬁr
prwaes. sise wi¥h Shey & Addren we Yoo [ Ghey do so7~ qecd &
see whaT gres on v e rear o7 YAt M&f,ﬂwj Cer)t e, (S febte,
Property is to be posted and advertised as prescribed by Zoning Regulations. 7 C’VM)C'A 19) 4 44\ Yo

I, or we, agree to pay expenses of above Variance advertising, posting, efc., upon filing of this petition, and further agree to and are to
be bound by the zoning regulations and restrictions of Baltimore County adopted pursuant to the Zoning Law for Baltimore County.

|/We do solemnly declare and afiirm, under the panaltles of perjury, that ¥we are the
legal oviner{s) of the property which Is the subject of thie Petition,

Bldnaturs

Aaroa L. Dsborne
s o Beone

Ceontract PurchasarfLessee: Legal Owner(s):

{Type or Print Name)

i

Signature

City State Zipcode ngnature
Attorney for Petitloner: (]7/ ; LV]L W & J ‘_f Z_-g
(Type or Print Name) Address RFhone No.
Prafbonore . wasd
Cly™ State Zipcode
Signature Name, Address and phone number of representatlve g be contacted,
Address Phone No. Name

Gtate Zipcode Address Phone Mo,
L OFFICE USE OnLYy TR

ESTIMATED LENGTH OF HEARING
unevalisble for Hearing

the fallowing dates Next Two Months

xg) Printed with Soybean tnk ALL, OTHER
B

on Recycied Papar ‘\.,. -/ REVIEWED BY: (%ﬂ/’ pare__ (0 ~(7-74
MCROFILMEL

o %/
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EXAMPLE 3 - Zoning Description - ° 88 4

Three copies of the zoning description of your property are required. This is a sanple
to help you with the description - DO NHOT USE THIS FORM TOR "FILL-IN THE BLANK". Type or
print the description on B8-1/2" x 11" paper. COPIES OF DEEDS CANNOT BE USED FOR THE
DESCRIPTION. The zoning description must be in the following form: ‘

ZONTNG DESCRIPTION FOR _ 89 0| Ches Fnut CO&//C ﬁ%:

{address)}

Bagirining at a poink on the EA:ST gide of C.h@/&]!'n LU]L_ @d-k Qé(

| {norih, south, east or west) (name of
i
| o
] which is HQO
stréat on whlch property fronts) (number of feet of right-of-way width)
i ' R
wide|al the distance of 30 INOETH of the
{number of feel) (north, south, east or west)

cenlbrline of Lhe nearest improved intersecting street AMUSEAL RD.
(name of street)

—_ !
which is 50 wide. *Deing Lot # / .
{number of feet of right-of-way width) ‘

Block _QA , Section ¥~ in Lhe subdivision of BlDGLEIGH

{name of subdivision)

as rtlecorded in Balbimore Counly Plat Book H_IL/, Folio # le, conlaining

5,”‘?0 E‘ . MAlso known as F50/f C/)O'aJ‘I(/?U‘f Ocré 2ol .

{suare feelb or acres) {property address)

and [Llocated in Lhe ‘f”’ Elegtion District, b Councilwanic District.

..

*If your properly is not recorded by Plat Book and Tollo NHumber,
then DO NOT nttempt to use the Lot, Block and Subdivision
description as slown, instead state: 'As recorded in Deed

Liber , Folio ___ " and include the measurements and

directions (metes and bounds only) here and on the plat in the

correct location.

Pypical metes and bounds: N.87 12' 13" E. 321.1 ft., 8.18
27' 03" E.87.2 (L., S.62 19' 00" W. 318 ft., and N.0OB 15
22" W, BO ft. to the place of beginning.

o~ ‘- _ # /HB
e IR TR

CK/RESID {('TXTSOPH}
REVISED 5/16/94

N 10




Ll o o o receipt
Development Management 75’ —] Lf?_..A.

111 YWost Chesupouke Avenue ]
Towson, Maryland 21204 Account: R-001.6150

Number /42
vate /O -} 7-FL

| 72‘4[:@/1 s, J.B.F
O;S@QBNE,____ F5ars C-/?QD‘T[DL:!# Ocr»é. /20/, .wy

oLo . .. Variance - - H 5O . oC

OF0 ~-- Sign -+ - B35 0¢

e

R&s-22

ROk L, .

' NLALL #O0TH [ HRE 8% 00
n COLOE 3EaM - 179
Ploass Make Checks Payable To: Bnltlmore{' @o&nl’y" U YA

Cashier Validatlon



111 West Chesapealke Avenue

- . .

Baitimorce County Government
Office of Zoning Administration
and Development Management

Towson, MIY 21204 : (410) 887-3353

ZONING HEARING ADVERTISING AND POSTING REQUIREMENTS & PROCEDURES

Baltimore County Zoning Regulations require that notice be given to

the general public/neighboring property owners relative to property
which is the subject of an upcoming zoning hearing. For those petitions
which require a public hearing, this notice is accomplished by posting
a sign on the property and placement of a notice in at least one
newspaper of general circulation in the County.

This office will ensure that the legal requirements for posting and
advertising are satisfied. However, the petitioner is responsible for
the costs associated with these requirements.

PAYMENT WILL BE MADE AS FOLLOWS:

1) Posting fees will be accessed and paid to this office at the
time of filing.

2) Billing for legal advertising, due upon receipt, will come
from and should be remitted directly to the newspaper.
NON~PAYMENT CF ADVERTISING FEES WILL STAY ISSUANCE OF ZONING ORDER.

e oy rn o = A e BB T Ly e T e po T b e e ek Phe A AR W T b AL e R e T S it e e T e

For newspaper advertising:

Item No.: [/-{3
Petitioner: ,&)ﬁw Nl A : ¥ Cﬁﬁéfﬂﬁ ﬂéé&/"/] (5
Location: gﬁa/ é/) (’,é‘?é/ﬁ ;&7“ 19,/!//& )\0—6(

PLEASE FORWARD ADVERTISING BILL TO:

o, Ropert L. lsborne

appress: pS O () A &S‘ILAWT @&/K Ecﬂ_ R

Do ltimore, MA 1254
pHoNE NUMBER: (oo [~ K1 & >

AJiggs ‘wg@QGHLMH; (Revised 04/09/93)

Printed on Racyclnd Papes

/13



T0: PUTUXENT PUBLISHING COMPANY
November 3, 1994 Issue - Jeffersonian

Pleasa foward billing to:

Robert L. Oshorne

8501 Chestnut Oak Road
Baltimore, Maryland 21234
661-8183

NOTICE OF HEARING

The Zoming Commissioner of Baltimore County, by authority of the Zoning Act and Regulations of Baltimore
County, will hold a public hearing on the property identified herein in
Room 106 of the County Office Building, 111 W. Chesapeake Avenue in Towson, Maryland 21204
or
Room 118, 01d Courthouse, 400 Washington Avenue, Towson, Maryland 21204 as follows:

CASE NUMBER; 95-149-R (Item 143)

8501 Chestmut Oak Road

E/8 Chestnut Oak Road, 30" N of ¢/} Rmuskai Road

9th Election District - 4th Councilmanic

Petitioner(s): Robert L. Osborne and Sharon L. Oshorne

HEARTNG: FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 1994 at 9:00 a.m. in Room 106, County Office Building.

Variance to permit a 6-foot high fence at the intersection of a street and an alley in lien of the
maximum 3 feet,

LAWRENCE E. SCHMIDT
ZONING COMMISSIONER FOR BALTIMORE COUNTY

NOTES: (1) HEARINGS ARE HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE; FOR SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS PLEASE CALL BB7-3353.
(2) FOR INFORMATION CONCERING THE FILE AND/CR HEARING, PLEASE CALL 887-3391,



. Baltimore County Government .
Office of Zoning Administration
and Development Management

111 West Chesapeake Avenue
Towson, MD 21204 (410) 887-3353

OCTOBER 28, 1994

NOTICE OF HERRING

The Zoning Commissioner of Baltimore County, by authority of the Zoning Act and Regulations of Baltimore
Connty, will hold a public hearing on the property identified herein in
Roon 106 of the County Office Building, 111 W. Chesapeake Avenue in Towson, Maryland 21204
or
Room 118, 0ld Courthouse, 400 Washington Avenue, Towson, Maryland 21204 as follows:

CASE NUMBER: 95-149-A (Item 143)

8501 Chestnut Osk Road

E/S Chestnut Oak Road, 30' ¥ of ¢/l Amuskai Road

9th Election District - 4th Comncilmanic

Petitioner(s): Robert L. Oshorne and Sharon L. Osborne

HEARTNG: FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 1994 at 9:00 a.m. in Room 106, County Office Bullding.

Variance to permit a 6-foot high fence at the intersectlon of a strest and an alley in lieu of the
maximum 3 feet,

Arnold Jablon
Director

cot Robert and Sharon Oshorne

NOTES: (1) ZONING SIGN & POST MUST BE RETURNED TO RM. 104, 111 #. CHESAPEAKE AVENUE ON THE HERRING DATE.
{2) HERRINGS ARF, HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE; FOR SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS PLEASE CALL 887-3353.
(3) FOR INFORMATION CONCERING THE FILE AND/OR HERRTNG, CONTACT THIS OFFICE AT 887-3391.

P
n‘JD Printed with Soybean Ink
(9 on Recycled Paper



. ‘ Baltimore County Government .

Office of Zoning Administration
and Development Management

111 West Chesapeake Avenue
Towson, MD 21204 (410) 887-3353

Mr. & Mrs. Robert L. Osborne
8501 Chestnut Oak Road YT
Baltimore, Maryland 21234 o

NOV. 7 0 1994
RE: Case No. 95-149R, Item No. 143

petitioner: Robert & Sharon Osborne
Dear Mr. and Mrs, Osborne: i

The Zoning Advisory Committee (ZAC) has reviewed the plans sabmitted with the above-referenced petition,
which was accepted for filing on October 17, 1994 and scheduled for a hearing accordingly. BRny attached
comments from a reviewing agency are not intended to indicate the appropriateness of the zoning action requested,
but to assure that all parties, i.e., zoning commissioner, attorney and/or the petitioner, are made aware of plans
or problems with regard to the proposed improvements that may have a bearing cn this case.

Any comments submitted thus far from the members of ZAC that offer or request information on your petition
are attached. Only those comments that are informative will be forwarded to you; those that are not informative
will be placed in the hearing file.

The following is related only to the filing of futare zoming petitions and are aimed at expediting the
petition filing process with this offlce:

1. The diractor of the 0ffice of Zoning Administration and Development Management has instituted a
system whereby zoning attorneys who feel that they are capable of filing petitions that comply
with all aspects of the zoning regulations and petitions' filing requirements can file their
petitions with this office without the necessity of a preliminary review by zoning persomnel.

2. Inyone using this system should be fully aware that they are responsible for the accuracy and
completeness of any such petition, R11 petitions filed in this mamner will be reviewed and
commented on by zoning personnel prior to the hearing, In the event that the petition has not
been filed correctly, there is the possibility that another hearing will be required or the
zoning commissioner will demy the petiticn due to errors or incompleteness.

3. Those individuals who meke appointments to file petitions on a regular basis and fail to keep
the appointment without a 72-hour notice will be required to submit the appropriate filing fee
at the time future appointments are made. Failure to keep these appoiniments without proper
advance notice, i.e., 72 hours, will result in the forfeiture loss of the filing fee.

If you have any questions concerning the enclosed comments, please feel free to contact Joyce Watson in the
zoning office at 887-33%1 or the commenting agency.

. inc /ly, é’/] - ’/? T
w " T @/‘O /\.'{;;..LC_,Q{ 2‘,\‘
W.-Carl Richards, Jr.
Zoning Supervisor
WCR/nw
Enclosure(s)

{% Printed wilh Soybean ink

on Recyeled Paper



. Q. James Lighthizer

\  Maryland Department of Transportation ;ecfi:y ]
) State Highway Administration Hal Kassof

/- -F#

Ms. Julie Winiarski Re: Baltimore County

Zoning Administration and lem No: % /45 (THE )
Development Management

County Office Building

Room 109

111 W. Chesapeake Avenue
Towson, land 21204

Ao ffs TYCE WaTSoH
Dear Ms. Winiarski:

This office has reviewed the referenced item and we have no objection to
approval as it does not access a State roadway and is not effected by any State Highway
Administration project.

Please contact Bob Small at 410-333-1350 if you have any questions.

Thank you for the opportunity to review this item.

Very truly yours,

(GrtprFrealdl -

Ronald Burns, Chief
Engineering Access Permits

Division

BS/

My telephone number Is NEEGRDF | LM ki

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech
1-800-735-2258 Statewlde Toll Fred

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 + Baltimore, MD 21203-0717
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street + Baltimore, Maryland 21202



BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND
INTEROFFICE CORRESPONDENCE

PO  Arnold Jablon, Director DATE: HNov. 7, 1894
Zoning Administration and Development Management

FROM obert W. Bowling, P.E., Chief
evelopers Engineering Sectlon

RE: Zoning Advisory Committee Meeting
for Nov. 7, 1994
Item No. 143

The Developers Engineering Sectlon has reviewed
+the subject zoning item. The proposed fence shall not
obstruct the line of sight.

RWB: ew



‘ ! . Baltimore ,Copnty‘ Govermnment .
Fire Department -

i 3 7
700EastJoppaRoad : " Office of the Fire Marshal .
Towson, MD 21286-5500 P (410)887-4880 -

'

DATE: 11/708/94

Arpelod Jablon

Diveotor

Foving Administeation and
Davelppment Managemnant

Baltimore County OfFffice Bullding

oo

Vowsor, MD E1EO04
e b, BTOF- 100

FiEs Froperty Owner s 8EE BELOW :

LOCATION: DISTRIBUTION MEETING OF QCTY. 31, 1994

Theam Mo,y SEE BELOW Zoring  Agerica s

Gyl Lo ey g

Fursuant to v reguest, the referenced property has been surveyed
by This Burean and the comments below are applicable and regpuired oo
e corrected o incorporated dnto The Final plans for the property.

ire Marshal ‘s 0Fffilce has no comments at Lhile Gime,
3 RENCE TO THE FOLLOWING ITTEM MNUMBERS: :l. Gty b, LA, LA,

ANE 1R

@, The

REVTEWER: 17T, ROBERT F. SALERWALD :
4 Fire Marehal DFFice, PHONE 8874881, MS-LLO0BF

eoper File
3

2

; Ea"":}_i"‘\-a:':si LRI -
fuburiniars

SN ‘ 4
) % Printad with Soyboan Ink by
on Recycled Papar -

T



BALTIMORE COUNTY , MARYLAND
INTER~-OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE
TO: Arnold Jablon, Director DATE: ii/g_lqlf

Zoning Administration and
Development Management

FROM: Pat Keller, Director
Office of Planning and Zoning

SUBJECT: Petitions from Zoning Advisory Committes

The 0ffice gf~Planning and Zoning has no comments on the following petition(s):
Item Nos. 144, 149, 150, 151, and 152

Tf there should be any further questions or if this office can provide additional
information, please contact Jeffrey Long in the Office of Planning at 887-3480.

Prepared by:

Division Chief:

PK/JL,

NC143/PZONE/ZACL
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RE: PETITION FOR VARIANCE * BEFORE THE
B501 Chestnut Oak Rd., E/S Chestnut
Oak RA., 30' N of ¢/l Amuskai Rd. * ZONING COMMISSIONER
9th FElection Dist., 4th Councilmanic
* OF BALTIMORE COUNTY
Robert L. and Sharon L, Osborne
Petiticners * CASE NO. 95-149-A
* * * * * * * * * * * *

ENTRY OF APPEARANCE

Please enter the appearance of the People's Counsel in the above-
captioned matter. Notice should be sent of any hearing dates or other
proceedings in this matter and of the passage of any preliminary or
final Order.

~
72@7€1L&_,/t/{ Ezfzxfh_,/ﬂyébta7%vﬂtnmh__J
PETER MAX ZIMMERMAN ’
Pecple's Counsel for Baltimore County

Oxishe S, Demilis

CAROLFE S. DEMILIO
Deputy People's Counsel
Room 47, Courthouse

400 Washington Avenue
Towson, MD 21204

{410) 887-~-2188

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on this {:f 1day of November, 1994, a copy
of the foregoing Entry of Appearance was mailed to Robert L. and Sharon

L. Osborne, 8501 Chesthut Oak Road, Baltimore, MD 21234, Petitioners.

PETER MAX ZIMMERMAN

HCROFILE;



BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND

INTER-OFFICE CORRESFONDENCE

i
DATE: HRovember 3, 1994

TO: Gwen Stephens
FROM: Jim Thompson
RE: Cagse No. 95-149A

8501 Chestnut Qak Road
9th Flection District

Please be advised that the referenced case is the subject of an
outstanding violation, Case No. C-35-401.

When notices are issued relative to the hearing date, please notify
Councilman Douglas B. Riley.

Finally, the enforcement file can be located in the open docket.

JHT/hek



Septenber 28, 1994

Douglas B, Riley
Councilman 4th District
400 Washington Ave
Towson, Md 21204

Dear Councilman Riley,

We own a home in the Ridgeleigh Community. We have
lived in this community for thirty yvears. As & homeowner
we take pride in our house and yard. We do our best to keep
our property in good repair and have never had that
guestioned, until now. Recently we received a zoning notice.
The notice stated that the fence around our rear yard was in
violation of zoning laws and that our shed also was a
violation. In trying to comply with the notice we found that
we can’t just fix what is wrong and move on. Because of a
complaint we now have to file for a variance hearing. You
would not believe the trouble you have trying to file a
petition for a variance hearing. We spent an entire day Jjust
going from building to building to get the necessary papers.
In one instance we had to get an aerial photo of our propsrty
(for which we will never understand the purpose of) from one
building, ¢o across the street to another bullding to pay for
it and back over to the first building to pick it up,
waiting in line for each thing. When we went to our
appointmant on Oct 3, 1994 and presentsd our signead
forms to file for the petition we were told that someons had
given us the wrong forms to fill out and sign. This means we
have another appointment on Oct 17, 1994, another day to take
aoff from work. Three days spent in doing this so far and
another for the hearing day, that is if, at the next
appointment they don’t find something else they have done
wrong. ALl of this has to be done during working hours which
is a costly inconvenience. For some of the paper work
involved you have to be an architect to figure it out; 12
copies of a plat drawn to scale. We were told "you can draw
it voursaelf.” Not to mention the sign that has to sit in
vour vard for 15 days and the newspaper ad that you are
billed for. Let’'s not forget the expense of filing.
Suppose you don’t have $85.00 to file a petition? If you
don’t have that $85.00 how could vou possibly pay a fins of
$200 a day if you do not comply? It is very contradictory.
Our understanding is that in trying to beautify the
neighborhood Connie Yanuzzi contacted your office, vou and a
zoning inspector, Mr. Fitts, walked through our entire
neighborhood with Mrs. Yanuzzi and sighted violations. That

414>



is all well and good, we definitely agree with besautifying
our neighborhood. What we don’t understand is why someone
couldn’t have notified us first., & letter from vou or the
community association could have solved the problem and saved
a lot of time and money all around. We understand that there
are many violations in this neighborhood, especially on
Chestnut Qak Road becaus® it has many rental properties,
unseen landlords, not resident homsownsrs. We can also
understand that contacting those landlords can be time
consumning and neverending. But to penalize a homeowner by
filing a complaint through the zoning office and not directly
with us first is not at all fair. It is our understanding
that the reasons Tor our violations are:

1) & shed has to be in the rear portion of the vard
2) a fence cannot be over 36" high at the corner of an allaey
and a street

or words to that affect. Both of these resolutions were made
in November 1956, slightly outdated. Also, vou cannot get
36" fencing anymore, it comes in 42" heights. At present our
vard is surrounded by 42" chain link fence. In the rear of
our yard we have a pool. Around the pool ares we have
stockade fencing for privacy and for safety. We were told by
the State of Md that locked fenging above pool height is
required for the safety of neighborhood children when the
pool is unatitended. Next to the pool in the rear yvard we
have a shed. Because our vard faces the rear of a shopping
center we need the stockade fence for privacy. We have small
children and they do not need fto see what goes on in the rear
of that shopping center. There are dumpsters in the rear and
many times in broad daylight we have seen men urinating
behind the shopping center, drunk and disorderly people
using filthy language day or night, drug users huddlsd., @A
drunken man exposed himself to our sixteen yvear old daughter
as she walked from the hardware store during the daytime.
Aanother reason for the fencing is that before we had it we
would find beser bottles, liguor bottles, used condoms, used
neaedles, along with rocks, trash and whatever in our pool.
Because the pool is in the rear vard the shad has to be in
the middle portion of the rear yard, there is no other place
to put it. Because we divided the front and rear yard with
stockade fence the shed is not even noticeabls.

e A 4>



The point of this letter is this, it seems to us that if
a letter had boen sent to us explaining the grievance It
could vary easily been solved with a phone call. Now because
zoning is inveolved we have to Tile a petition for a variance
hearing which is not only costly but very time consuming to
get the paper work in order. We have walked through this
neighborhood also and have sighted many things which we know
are in violation and have been for years. Alleys that are so
torn and broken up it is impossible for a car to pass through
let alone a garbage truck. For ysars our alley has been
rapidly deteriorating. Wwhen it raing steadily our crawl
space fills up because of the crumbling stone and daebris of
the alley Tills the storm drain, nothing is aver done about
that, reason being that the homeowners are supposed to pay
for it but once again we live on s street of renters, unseen
landlords, who do not want to be rassponsible. Every pther
alley in the neighborhood has been repaired. Do we have Lo
wait for an innocent child to be hurt before something is
done? There are yards with so much trash and in them that
Lhey look like a junkvard, sheds and carporis falling down.
We have taken pictures of all of this in preparation for our
variance hearing. Speaking of the shopping center, it is one
huge violation. There are businesses in the rear of it and
it is our understanding that is in violation, especially
since they have neither fire escapes nor fire exits.

It is really a shame that decent, law abiding,
homesowners have to be punished while the real violators
continue to go unnoticed. It is also a shame that vou can’t
find something better to do with the taxpaver’s money than
this.

Sincerely,

Robart L. & Sharon L. Osborne
6618183
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